
 

 

  

JUDICIAL ENDORSEMENT  
FORUM 

League of Prosecutors 

      

2020 



 1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 
 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 
 

Carlos Manrara, CPA 
 

OF 

 

 

Circuit Court Candidates 
Group 55: Olanike “Nike” Adebayo…………………………………..…….................. 2 
Group 55: Joe Perkins………………………………………………..……................... 3 
 
Group 57: Carmen Cabarga…………………………………………..…….................. 4 
Group 57: Roderick “Rod” Vareen…………………………………..……................... 5 

 
Group 65: Denise Martinez-Scanziani………………………………..……................. 6 
Group 65: Judge Thomas J. Rebull…………………………………..……................. 7 

 
Group 67: Marcia Hansen………………………………………………………………..8 
Group 67: Judge Mavel Ruiz…...………………………………………………………..9 

 
Group 75: Judge Dava J. Tunis………..……………………………………...….……10 
Group 75: Rosy Anette Aponte………..……………………………………...…..……11 

 
County Court Candidates 

Group 9: Judge Joseph J. Mansfield ………………………………………...………..11 
Group 9: Miguel “Mike” Mirabal…………………………………………...…………....11 

 
Group 24: Judge Christine Bandin…………………………………………………..…12 
Group 24: Shaun Spector…………………………………………………………….…13 
 

 
 



 2 

OLANIKE “NIKE” ADEBAYO  
Circuit Court – Group 55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? 22 Years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long?  Criminal Law 15 plus years and Civil Law (Family 
& Forfeitures) 7 years. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  0 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes.  

Why do you want to be a judge?  My childhood was 
the initial impetus for my desire to be a judge. My father 
is from Lagos, Nigeria and my mother is from Niles, 

Ohio. Though they divorced when I was young, I visited 
my father in Nigeria every summer from age eight to 
twenty-three. During these visits, it disturbed me to learn 
that Nigeria’s few existing laws were not necessarily 
enforced. The police had a limited infrastructure and 
their legal obligations to investigate a crime and 
prosecute did not exist. Whenever I returned to the 
United States, I recognized the value of living in a 
country where laws are enforced, and people are held 
accountable for their actions. I knew at an early age I 
wanted to play a role in the judicial system. My diverse 
legal career, my extensive trial experience, and my civic 
involvement throughout my life furthered my desire to 
become a judge. Lastly, I am a servant leader who 
believes “service is the rent we pay for the privilege of 
living on this earth.” l desire to fulfill this role as a judge 
to ensure that justice is rendered fairly in our 
community. 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 51 

Civil: 0 
 
 

Bench Trials 
Criminal: 20  

Civil: 10 
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JOE PERKINS 
Circuit Court – Group 55 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida Bar? 
Since September 2007. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how long?   
Since being admitted, I have practiced as a complex 
commercial litigator.  My primarily federal cases have 
generally involved seven- to eight-figure disputes (and have, 
occasionally, involved nine-figure disputes) in cases 
involving banking, the U.C.C. (especially Articles 3, 4, 4A, 5 
& 9), fraud (e.g., Ponzi schemes, check kites, forgeries, 
altered instruments, wire fraud, director and officer liability), 
receiverships, contracts, and business torts.  For 
approximately six years, I have also had, in addition to my 
litigation practice, an international practice (e.g., Florida 
attorney for Government of Japan).  

How many appellate cases have you argued before any 
Florida or Federal appellate court?  Two (federal), with a 
third federal argument pending scheduling for later this year. 

I have briefed 20-30 additional appeals that were not called 
for argument. 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have you 
presided over? N/A.  

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a death 
penalty case? Yes. 

Why do you want to be a judge?  For me it is 100% a call 
to service.  In our State system, high judicial caseloads 
hinder both judicial accessibility and accuracy of rulings.  No 
one should have to choose between scheduling a five-
minute calendar hearing in a few weeks or waiting months 
for a 15-minute hearing.  No one should have to wonder 
before going to a hearing whether the judge has read the 
materials and will be prepared to thoughtfully rule.  We need 
more judges who will put in the judicial labor that the job 
requires.  In practice, I value accurate case and record 
citations and intellectually honest presentations of the law 
and facts.  I will bring these values to the bench.  I will put in 
the judicial labor (early mornings, late nights, weekends) to 
read (and think about) all materials before the Court and to 
make myself accessible for hearings because that is what 
the job requires and that is what I have always wanted from 
the judges presiding over my cases.  

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 0 

Civil: 1 

Bench Trials 
Criminal: 0 

Civil:6 (federal), not including evidentiary hearings 
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CARMEN CABARGA 
Circuit Court – Group 57 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? 20 years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long? Insurance Defense-3 years, Immigration-1 year, 
Criminal-1 year, Dependency-12 years, Contracts/ 
Transactional Municipal Attorney-3 years. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  0  

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes. 

 

Why do you want to be a judge? I want to continue to 
serve my community.  I believe that I am ready to do 
that at a higher capacity.  I love being in the courtroom.  
Most importantly, I want to serve a judicial system that I 
deeply respect. 

 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 4 

Civil: 4 

Bench Trials 
Criminal: 0 

Civil: About 130 
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RODERICK “ROD” VEREEN 
Circuit Court – Group 57 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? Since 1990. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long? State Criminal, State Appellate, Federal Criminal, 
Federal Appellate, Civil (Personal Injury and civil tort 
law), Civil Rights. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court? 
Approximately 10 (Federal and State). 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes.  

Why do you want to be a judge? Because I have the 
acumen, knowledge of the law, temperament, integrity 
and experience to be an effective judge and because 
there is an under-representation of African-American 
judges on the current bench. 
 

 

 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: Over 100 

Civil: 1 

Bench Trials   
Criminal: Over 10 

Civil: 0 
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DENISE MARTINEZ-SCANZIANI 
Circuit Court – Group 65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar?  20+ years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long? The majority of my legal career, I have focused 
on trials and appeals in marital and family law (~20 
years). I am Board Certified in Marital and Family Law. 
I have also represented clients in other civil matters, real 
estate, immigration and domestic violence (both 
criminal and civil). 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  ~50 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes. 

Why do you want to be a judge?  I am seeking election 
as a judge because I believe in justice and in the law. I 
believe in due process—that everyone has the right to 
be seen and to be heard. I believe that although our 
judicial system is not perfect, qualified and experienced 
judges who follow the law and value precedent, bring 
stability and fairness. I believe that if those who come 
before a judge are treated with dignity, respect and feel 
they have had their day in court, although they may not 
necessarily receive the outcome they desire, they will 
walk away knowing that they were seen and heard. I 
believe that my background as a trial and appellate 
attorney in different areas of the law provides me with a 
broad understanding and perspective that make me 
uniquely suited to take on this role. Finally, I believe that 
a judge is no more than a servant to his or her 
community and I would be honored to serve Miami-
Dade County in this position of trust. 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 1 

Civil: 0 

Bench Trials  
Criminal: 0 

Civil: ~750 (includes  
civil, family, domestic violence and dependency) 
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JUDGE THOMAS J. REBULL 
Circuit Court – Group 65 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? Almost 25 years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long?  I was a law clerk at the Third DCA for the first 
two years after law school. I then practiced law until the 
fall of 2011, when the Governor appointed me to the 
circuit bench. I practiced in the areas of employment 
law, complex business disputes, real estate litigation, 
and securities arbitration. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  Three. 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? Over 100 jury trials to verdict. Over 
1,000 bench trials. 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes. 

Why do you want to be a judge? I wanted to be a 
judge because, for all of its flaws, I am a firm believer in 
our judicial system. When working as it should, our 
judicial system is the best in the world at resolving 
disputes in a fair, civilized and professional manner. As 
someone who believes in that system, and in public 
service, I wanted to be a part of making that system 
work well for all who use it. 

 

 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 1 

Civil: 1 

Bench Trials  
Criminal: 0 

Civil: 3 
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MARCIA HANSEN 
Circuit Court – Group 67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? 19 years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long?  Criminal Defense (19 years) Civil Litigation (14 
years). 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  0 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A  

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes.  

Why do you want to be a judge? From the moment I 
walked into a courtroom as an Assistant Public 
Defender, almost 20 years ago, I knew that the 

courtroom would be my second home. I immediately fell 
in love with the high paced energy of criminal court. As 
I got older, I yearned to learn more and went on to work 
at two nationally recognized civil firms where I thrived 
off of writing intricate motions and arguing them before 
the judge or, deposing crucial witnesses who could 
make or break a case. As the owner of my own law firm, 
I discovered the sense of pride a solo practitioner feels 
each and every time I walked into the courtroom with a 
client who paid me and trusted me to represent them as 
their attorney. 

While each role I have played has been different and 
each case has been unique, the one thing that always 
remained steadfast is the importance of the judge in the 
case. A judge should have integrity, be neutral, 
prepared, courteous, knowledgeable and have 
sufficient experience as a practitioner to effectively 
promote justice. At this point in my career, I am 
confident that I possess these character traits and skill 
sets that our judicial system needs. I believe that I would 
make our community proud and I would be honored to 
serve the people of Miami as a judge. 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 27 

Civil: 1 

Bench Trials 
Criminal: 12 

Civil: 2 
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JUDGE MAVEL RUIZ 
Circuit Court – Group 67 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? 25 years, April 1995. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long? Criminal Defense for 19 years. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court? Zero. 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? Jury trials, 29, including a tobacco 
case. Bench trials, more than 100 (an estimate), 
including dependency, delinquency, foreclosures, etc… 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes.  

Why do you want to be a judge? I have appeared 
before more than 100 judges. I have spent 19 years 
litigating inside the courtroom, 5 days a week.  I 
estimate that I have conducted, perhaps, 5000 
depositions. I have seen good and bad from everyone, 
judges, lawyers, litigants.  I wanted to be the kind of 
judge that lawyers would want to appear before: 
respectful, considerate of attorneys, the parties, on time, 
prepared, patient. But more than anything, fair.  I did not 
want to have a bias for or against plaintiffs or 
defendants, the State or the accused. I believe I strive 
for this every single day. 

 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 50 

Civil: 0 

Bench Trials   
Criminal: More than 100 (Criminal and quasi criminal) 

Civil: 0 
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JUDGE DAVA J. TUNIS 
Circuit Court – Group 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida Bar?  34 years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how long?  Primarily Criminal.  

How many appellate cases have you argued before any Florida or Federal 
appellate court? None. However, as a judge I was invited to sit as an 
Associate Judge on the 4th District Court of Appeal in September 2008.  
Additionally, as a Circuit judge, I have presided over 80 to 100 county court 
appellate cases. 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have you presided over? I 
have presided over approximately 150 jury trials of varying lengths and 
complexity, ranging from two days to four months.  In terms of bench trials, a 
conservative estimate is over 1,000.  This includes hearings on Permanent 
Injunctions Against Domestic or Repeat Violence in Family Court for four years 
and trials when I sat in Juvenile Court.   

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a death penalty case? 
Yes.  I have tried several cases in which the state has sought the death 
penalty. I handled all aspects of the litigation, from pre-trial motions, jury 
selection, and trial.  When the jury reached a verdict of guilty in Phase I (the 
guilt phase), I thereafter handled all Phase II (the sentencing or death phase) 
litigation prior to and after the jurors’ verdict and/or recommendation of life or 
death, including the final imposition of sentence. 
 
Additionally, I have presided over several 3.851 motions in which defendants 
under a sentence of death allege ineffective assistance of counsel.  These full 
hearings are several days to a couple weeks long.  My current caseload 

includes 16 first degree murder cases, of those I am presiding over four post-
Hurst cases in which I will be conducting a Phase II (sentencing or death 
phase) with a newly chosen jury. 

Why do you want to be a judge? First, it is important that a judge be dedicated 
and willing to work hard to administer justice.  One of the greatest problems in our 
criminal justice system is that it is overburdened.  It takes long hours and hard work to 
manage a caseload, try cases that need to be tried and assist in plea negotiations 
where appropriate.  The stress level can be enormous.  Resources are severely 
strapped for the offices of the State Attorney, Public Defender, Department of 
Corrections, and the various police departments, not to mention social service 
programs.  Since my legal experience is in the Miami-Dade County and Circuit Courts, 
I have grown accustomed to working in a fast-paced system.  I have used this 
knowledge and experience to manage a caseload fairly and efficiently within the 
confines of the system. 

Second, it is imperative that a judge have appropriate judicial temperament.  No judge 
should exhibit inappropriate demeanor or be discourteous to those who appear in court.  
A judge's elevated position is not a license to be inconsiderate, rather it involves a 
responsibility to be patient and thoughtful when dealing with others.  There is no excuse 
to provide less.  All litigants are in court because they want an opportunity to be heard.  
They deserve to be treated graciously, and with dignity and respect.  I have carried 
myself in a professional manner and have been respectful toward law enforcement, 
victims, witnesses, attorneys and defendants.  As a judge, I have made every effort to 
continue the same behavior I have exhibited my entire life and treat those who come 
before me with dignity and respect. In so doing, I have applied the law fairly, irrespective 
of race, gender, nationality, religion or sexual orientation. 

Third, a judge must have knowledge of the law.  As an attorney I worked for over 
fourteen years in an intensive trial practice, trying numerous cases ranging from 
misdemeanors to first degree murders. As a judge, I have been an active trial court, 
kept abreast of the law, and provided litigants with their day in court.   I am very 
conscientious regarding my level of preparation and concern for parties’ access to the 
courts, in a system that is overburdened with cases.  I have presided over a 
conservative estimate of 10,000 cases throughout my judicial career.  It is my honor to 
service the people of Miami-Dade County and continue my years of public service.  

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 60 (Prior to 8/2000) 

Civil: N/A 

Bench Trials   
Criminal: 60 (Prior to 8/2000) 

Civil: N/A 
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ROSY ANETTE APONTE  
Circuit Court – Group 75 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No response to questionnaire submitted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUDGE JOSEPH J. MANSFIELD  
County Court – Group 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

No response to questionnaire submitted. 
 

MIGUEL “MIKE” MIRABAL  
County Court – Group 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No response to questionnaire submitted. 
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JUDGE CHRISTINE BANDIN 
County Court – Group 24 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida Bar? 14 
years. 

What areas of law have you practiced and how long? I was 
appointed to the bench in 2018 and began my judicial career in 
the Criminal Division where I presided over misdemeanor 
criminal cases. Shortly thereafter, I was afforded the opportunity 
to join the Domestic Violence Division (“DV”), where I currently 
sit.  In the DV division, I preside over civil injunction hearings and 
criminal misdemeanor cases, where the parties involved have 
interpersonal relationships.  

Prior to my appointment to the bench, I was in private practice for 
12 years and handled first party automobile insurance claims 
relating to personal injury protection and uninsured motorist 
benefits. 

How many appellate cases have you argued before any 
Florida or Federal appellate court? 0 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have you 
presided over? 9 Criminal; over 100 civil bench trials. 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a death 
penalty case? Yes.  

Why do you want to be a judge? I want to continue my career 
as a jurist because I love my job and applying to become a judge 
in 2018 was the best career decision I have made. From the 
earliest point in my professional career, I was drawn to public 
service.   

 
Prior to my admission into the University of Miami (UM) School of 
Law, I worked at the Peacock Foundation, a non-for-profit 
organization devoted to supporting local nonprofits that help our 
community. Once in law school, I submitted my application to be 
a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigations (“FBI”) 
upon earning my Juris Doctor (JD) degree from UM in 2006. 
Although I passed Phase 1 and 2 of the selection process, which 
consisted of a three-hour exam and structured interview, 
extenuating family circumstances led me to place the application 
process on hold to pursue employment in a law firm in my 
hometown. Nonetheless, my desire to serve my community 
always remained.  

 
As such, after years of experience in private practice and a 
lengthy judicial application process, I was afforded the 
opportunity to serve as a County Court judge, in Miami-Dade 
County and I wake up every day feeling blessed that I have this 
job.  It is a job that I have served with honor for 18 months and a 
job I want to keep.  
 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 0 

Civil: 2 

Bench Trials 
Criminal: 0  

Civil: 0 (Over 30 Motions for Summary  
Judgments in private practice) 
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SHAUN SPECTOR 
County Court – Group 24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a member of the Florida 
Bar? 9 years.  

What areas of law have you practiced and how 
long?  Labor and Employment: 5 years; Commercial: 9 
years; Consumer: 2 years; Corporate: 5 years.  

How many appellate cases have you argued before 
any Florida or Federal appellate court?  0 

If you are currently a judge, how many trials have 
you presided over? N/A 

As a judge would you be willing to preside over a 
death penalty case? Yes. 

Why do you want to be a judge? I want to be a judge 
because it would afford me the opportunity to utilize my 
background and abilities to positively impact the 
residents of Miami-Dade County. I’ve been a civil 

litigator for my entire career. In that time, I have 
represented both, plaintiffs and defendants, the wealthy 
and the indigent, and have been fortunate to practice as 
outside counsel, in-house counsel, and as a small 
business owner. These experiences have given me a 
uniquely well-rounded perspective of the legal process 
and have highlighted correctable inefficiencies that 
often serve as insurmountable hurdles to many people 
and businesses who wish to access the courts. If 
elected, I plan to remedy some of those inefficiencies by 
utilizing a more contemporary perspective and 
approach, which will facilitate broader access to justice 
by driving down the cost of litigation.  

 

 

Jury Trials 
Criminal: 0 

Civil: 0 

Bench Trials   
Criminal: 0 

Civil: 3 

 

 


